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This battle scene’s source material is as varied as the races Charlie asked me to draw. I had 
a folder called “reference” that contained several hundred inspirational items. My favorite is my 
daughter’s hand as a model for the Drow. She was very encouraging and helpful on this piece. 
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The Minotaur of Greek legend is a tortured creature trapped in an endless labyrinth. I used a 
maze-like pattern on his axe to imply his maddening exile.   

 
 
 
 

The centaur’s chest was looking a little bare so I decided to add some war paint. I wanted it to 
mean something, yet not make a statement so bold that it was distracting. So I searched online 
for the rune symbols for “horse” and “man” (which are, interestingly, almost exactly the same). 
They are side by side on the creature, although no one will ever know but me. And now you.  

 
 
 
 
I like Easter eggs of the visual kind and many of my pieces, even paid ones, contain harmless 
little references to things dear to me (The Tick comics are loaded with them). On my hunt for 
textures and patterns, I asked super talented artist and musician Eric Blaire of 
moonrockcollective.com/ to throw me some doodles I might use as tattoos, war paint, emblems, 
etc. Well he very kindly created and sent me this…  

http://www.moonrockcollective.com/


Custom Art Work for Furymud 
Notes by Eli 5 Stone 

 

 3 

 
...none of which I could use, bless his heart! But as he was so generous, I did end up putting 
one of his skulls on the Stone Giant’s… groin protector? Seemed fitting somehow. You can’t 
really see it in the final battle scene, but I’ll know it’s there. And now you do, too.  

 
 

 
 
The Dryder’s skin design was made from a royalty free web image I found. I took the single tile 
and stitched it together many times to form a large swath of the stuff. Then I distorted it in 
Photoshop to conform roughly to his body.  
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Rendering copper (brass, bronze) was something I had never once done before. I am a line 
artist, not a painter. But the Kenku is an avian race, and I am reminded daily at feeding time that 
my family’s chickens are obsessed with shiny things. My thinking was that these man-bird 
creatures may covet shiny plunder and display it proudly. Having no clue how to paint metal but 
loving a challenge, I took a tiny piece from a copper pot in a children’s book illustration, and 
sampled and imitated the colors. This I also made into a tile and shaped to fit his necklace.  

 
 
 
 

To create the chaos of a real melee, I had to teach myself a few tricks, and let go a little. One 
thing I learned was that a lot of “epic battle” paintings are sort of messy, brushy, active - all the 
opposite of my crisp, determined line work. So I forfeited a hard won detail here and there by 
adding about 15 to 20 layers of haze and mist. Most impactful, I think, are the floating embers 
implying that something somewhere is on fire, and it ain’t good. I created this by googling 
“snowfall” and extracting what I liked, then changing the hues and adding effects. Here’s one of 
the source images I used and heavily tweaked.  
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I could go on and on about this piece. It is at the time of this writing the largest, most detailed, 
most painterly effort I’ve ever undertaken. Here are a few images of the characters in process.  
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